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AGENDA ITEM SUMMARY DATE: 12-1-20 
City Council 

STAFF 

Amy Fortenbacher, Transit Supervisor 
Brian Stineman, Public Work Director 

SUBJECT 

Request for Authorization to Issue Purchase Order for Paratransit Operator Development Course. 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

The City of Muscatine Transit (MuscaBus)  requests to issue a purchase order to TAPTCO for $6,975.00 
to purchase the 2020 Paratransit Operator Development Course for use in training our drivers. The Iowa 
DOT will reimburse 100% of the purchase price of these training materials.  

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

It is the recommendation of the Public Works/Transit staff to approve the request to issue a purchase 
order for The 2020 Paratransit Operator Development Course to TAPTCO for the total purchase price of 
$6,975.00.  The Iowa DOT will reimburse 100% of the purchase price. 

BACKGROUND/DISCUSSION 

MuscaBus does not have a set of training materials that meet all the FTA safety practice requirements.  
Currently, the Transit Supervisor uses materials from several different sources that do not relate to each 
other. The Iowa DOT has a fellowship fund that helps offset the cost for transit staff trainings and travel.  
The coronavirus has reduced all in-person trainings, leaving funds available  for training materials.  The 
Iowa DOT recommended the TAPTCO material, stating it is the most useful for transit agencies.  This 
training program addresses Federal Regulations, Safety & Defensive Driving, Inspecting the Vehicle, 
Driving Situations, Driver Awareness, Interacting with Passengers, Americans with Disabilities, and 
Emergency Procedures. 

CITY FINANCIAL IMPACT 

The City will need to make the initial purchase of $6,975.00.  The Iowa DOT will reimburse the City for 
the full amount of $6,975.00. 

ATTACHMENTS 

Confirmation of Reimbursement from Iowa DOT and TATPCO Course description. 
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