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Re: Purchase Agreement Regarding the Sale of Surplus City Property (Parcel #
083518225), Lots 5 & 10 Schoiten's Addition

The City of Muscatine has accumulated a number of parcels of land for which the continued
public ownership no longer serves any useful purpose. In order to return these parcels to a
useful purpose, restore them to the tax roll, and to reduce maintenance costs associated with
these parcels to the City, the City Council has previously declared a number of City owned
parcels as surplus and directed City Staff to actively seek the sale of these surplus properties.

City Staff has negotiated a purchase agreement Robert E. Wilson, an adjoining property owner,
regarding the sale of a portion of surplus city owned Parcel # 083518225, Lots 5 & 10 Scholten's
Addition, which adjoins 1015 Sycamore Street.

In 2009 property taxes ceased being paid on this property. By 2017 the accrued property taxes
remained unpaid, and the parcel had not sold at Sheriff's sale. Ultimately the County deeded
the property over to the City.

This property is landlocked, it is only accessible by crossing a parcel owned by someone else,
and there are no access easements. The remnant alley right of way which adjoins this parcel
does not connect with any public right of way, and so does not provide legal access to this
property. As such, despite the fact the City owns this property and has the duty to maintain
this parcel, the City has no legal means to access this property to perform this required
maintenance.

The continued ownership of a parcel that cannot be accessed is not in the best Interest of the
City. The best solution is to sell this to one of the owners of one of the five directly adjoining
parcels, and have them make it part of their existing parcel.

A purchase agreement and purchase price of $250 have been negotiated with Robert Wilson,
the only adjoining landowner who showed an interest in this property. The negotiated price of
$250 is based on the costs to the City of processing the sale of a surplus property. The sale
price of $250 ensures the cost to the City of completing this transaction does not exceed its sale
price.

If City Council approves this purchase agreement. City Staff will then prepare the resolutions
and other documents necessary to complete the propose real estate transaction and place
them on the next available Council Agenda.

"I r6m»mb«r Muscatine for Its sunsets. I have never seen any

on either side of the ocean that equaled them" — Mark Twain
















