PREFACE

This volume constitutes the fourth revision and codification of the General Ordinances
of the City of Muscatine, Iowa. It contains such Ordinances of a general and permanent nature
to be enforced beginning July 1, 2015, as were found desirable for retention, except those
especially saved from repeal by the adopting Ordinance.

The original Charter was approved on February 1, 1851. This, the fourth revision and
codification was adopted by the City on June 4, 2015. The three previous recodified Codes
are available in the Clerk’s Office for historical purposes.

This volume was codified and edited by the City Attorney and City staff and reviewed
for content by the City Council and the City’s various Boards and Advisory Commissions.
Recognition is due to the City Council and City staff as follows:

Mayor
DeWayne Hopkins

Council Members

Philip Fitzgerald Michael Rehwaldt
Tom Spread Robert Bynum
Jeanette Phillips Osama Shihadeh

Scott Natvig
City Attorney

Matt Brick, Brick Gentry P.C.

Staff
Melanie Alexander .....cocviiiiiiiiiiniininiininisnieern. Art Center Director
Pam COlliNS..everrrirverieierraeanrnrnrnineernssisnsissnsnsnns Library Director
Jerry EWerS...ccoiiiiiiiiiciiiiiiiiiiiin e Fire Chief
Andrew Fangman ......c.cccccviiiiiinininininiiine. City Planner
(D11 1o I €111 o F O N Community Development Director
Randy Hill..ovvviiniiiiiiiniiiniiiiiinennn, Public Works Director
Richard Klimes ....cccveviireiiiiiniiniiiiiininisnsnssninnes Parks and Recreation Director
JON KOCH 1eveiiiviiiiiiiinccccciniiiniiis s ssisesasasnnns Water Pollution Control Director
Laura Li€gois ivvveiviiiiinniceciinainniiineiiisiieiiieneinnes Solid Waste Manager
Nancy LUCK ...vvviiiiiininiiiiniiiinninrairsesnsnnnass Finance Director
Stephanie Romagnoli ....c.ccoviviiniiinnininininiinnina, Human Resources Manager
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ORDINANCE NO. 93081-0615

AN ORDINANCE ADOPTING THE “CODE OF ORDINANCES
OF THE CITY CODE OF MUSCATINE, IOWA”, AND
REPEALING THE CODE IN EFFECT PRIOR TO JULY 1, 2015

WHEREAS, the City of Muscatine, lowa proposes to adopt a revised code of ordinances containing
existing ordinances of the City of Muscatine, lowa of a general and permanent nature and certain
ordinances, with amendments to certain of those ordinances—specifically, in Titles 1-10, 13-15, and Zoning
Title 11-12—to correct typographical and technical errors, and to correct conflicts with state or local law
found in those ordinances, said revised code of ordinances to be known as the Municipal Code of the City
of Muscatine, lowa, 2015.

Be It Ordained by the Council of the City of Muscatine, Iowa, that:

SECTION 1. ADOPTION. Pursuant to published notice in accordance with lowa Code §362.3 and
following public hearing held on May 7, 2015, hereon, the City Council does hereby adopt the Municipal
Code of the City of Muscatine, lowa, 2015, pursuant to lowa Code §380.8(2)(b). The said Code and all
supplements to the said Code hereafter adopted by resolution of the City Council pursuant to Iowa Code
380.8(1) shall collectively be known as the "Municipal Code of the City of Muscatine, Iowa, 2015", and
also as the "Muscatine City Code, 2015", for the purpose of prosecution in the courts.

SECTION 2. OFFICIAL COPY. An official copy, bearing the signature of the Mayor and
certificate of the City Clerk as to its adoption and publication, is on file in the office of the City Clerk,
. together with standard codes adopted by reference in this Code.

SECTION 3. PUBLIC COPIES. A copy of these titles of this Code shall be kept in the City Clerk’s
office available for public inspection and for sale at cost to the public. These titles of the City Code are also
available on the city’s website.

SECTION 4. TITLE AND SCOPE. The revised Municipal Code of the City of Muscatine, lowa,
2015, shall be treated and considered as an update to the original ordinances which shall supersede all other
general ordinances in those titles passed by the City Council prior to the first day of July 2015, except as
are expressly saved from repeal herein.

SECTION 5. AMENDMENTS. All general ordinances of the City Council passed hereafter shall
be in the form of an addition or amendment to the City Code of Muscatine, lowa, and shall include proper
references to title, chapter and section to maintain the orderly codification of ordinances.

SECTION 6. REPEALER AND SAVING CLAUSE. All ordinances or parts hereof adopted before
the first day of July 2015 are hereby repealed. However, such repeal shall not affect any act done, any right
accrued, accruing, or established, the tenure or emoluments of office of any person holding office at the
time these ordinances take effect, or any forfeiture or penalty heretofore incurred under or by virtue of any
prior existing ordinance, nor any prosecution, suit, or proceeding pending at the time of such repeal.



SECTION 7. EFFECTIVE DATE. This revised Municipal Code of the City of Muscatine, lowa,
2015 shall be in full force and effect from and after the passage and approval and publication of this
ordinance, as provided by law.

PASSED, APPROVED and ADOPTED this 4th day of June, 2015.

ol =
DeWayre HopRins, Mayor—

First reading: May 7, 2015

Second reading: May 21, 2015

Third reading: June 4, 2015 .
Publication:__Suwne By 2O\D




ORIGINAL CITY CHARTER

1851

The Charter of the City of Muscatine, Iowa.

Note. The original Charter of the City of Muscatine, Iowa,
was approved February 1, 1851. Previous to the adoption of the
1857 state Constitution, amendments were made to it by the
legislature as follows: Acts of 1853, page 137; Acts of 1855,
page 76; Acts of 1856, page 49; Acts of 1857, pages 25 and 149.

The Charter of the City is set out herein just as it appears
in the original, as amended. Some provisions of the Charter are
still in effect and applicable to the City. Many sections of the
Charter, however, have been superseded by subsequent state law and
are no longer legally in effect or applicable to the City. These
sections are set out herein for historical purposes.

ARTICLE I. TOWN OF MUSCATINE CREATED A CITY -
BOUNDARIES OF CITY - DIVISION INTO WARDS.

Sec. 1. Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State
of Iowa, That the Town of Muscatine, (formerly the Town of
Bloomington,) in the County of Muscatine, is hereby created a
city by the name of the "City of Muscatine."

Sec. 2. The said City is made a body corporate, and is
invested with all the powers and attributes of a municipal

corporation.

Sec. 3. All the rights, powers, privileges, duties, liabilities,
and property of the late Town of Muscatine are hereby transferred
to and imposed upon the said City, except as repealed, or
qualified herein, and the same may be enforced by or against the
City, as they might have been by or against the town.

Sec. 4. The following shall be the boundaries of said City
of Muscatine: Commencing at a point in the center of the main
channel of the Mississippi River, where the south line of section
ten, township seventy-six, north of range two west of 5th P.M.
should strike - thence west and along said section line to the
west line of said section ten; thence north, and along the section
lines of sections ten, three, thirty-four, and twenty-seven, to the
northwest corner of the southwest guarter of section twenty-seven,
north of range two west of 5th F.M.; thence east through the center
of sections twenty-seven, twenty-six and twenty-five, to a point
where said lines strike the township line, between ranges one and



two west, thence south and along said township line, to a point

in the center of the main channel of the Mississippi River, thence
along the center of said cTannel, and with the course of the same,
to the point of beginning.

Sec. 5. The said City is hereby divided into three wards
as follows: That part of the City which lies south and west of
the middle of Chestnut Street is the first ward; that part lying
between the middle: of Chestnut Street and middle of Walnut Street
is the second ward; that part lying north and east of the middle
of Walnut Street is the third ward; but the City Council may create
new wards and change the limits of those now or hereafter estab-
lished.

ARTICLE II. ELECTIVE OFFICERS OF THE CITY.

Sec. 6. The elective officers of the City shall be a mayor,
two aldermen from each ward, treasurer and wharfmaster, for the
choice of whom an election shall be holden annually on the first
Monday of March, and each of whom will hold his office for the
term of one year, (except in the case of aldermen as hereafter
provided) and until their successors are elected and qualified.

Sec. 7. Two aldermen shall be elected in each ward, and such
one of the two as receives at the first election the highest numbe:
of votes, shall hold his office for the term of two years, and
the other one year, and thereafter one shall be elected each year
in each ward, to hold for the term of two years. If there be a
tie in the above case, the matter is to be determined by lot.

ARTICLE III. DUTIES AND POWERS OF MAYOR - IS EX~-OFFICIO
JUSTICE OF THE PEACE - IS PRESIDING OFFICER OF COUNCIL -
POWER TO APPOINT PRESIDENT PRO TEM. AND
HIS POWERS.

Sec. 8. It is the duty of the mayor to see that the laws
and ordinances of the City are executed, and their violations
punished; to superintend and direct the official conduct of the
subordinate officers; to keep the seal of the City and to sign
and seal all commissions, licenses and permits granted by the city
council, and perform such duties and exercise such powers as
pertain to the office of a mayor of a city, and such as may be
granted by the ordinances of the City, consistent with law.

Sec. 9. He is by virtue of his office, a justice of the

peace, and is invested with exclusive original jurisdiction of

1. Amendment to Charter enlarging City limits, etc., approve
July 14, 1856.



cases arising under the ordinances of the City, with criminal
jurisdiction of the offences against the laws of the state committed
within the City, and with civil jurisdiction limited to the City

in the same manner as that of justices is, or may be, limited to
+their townships, and he will not be disqualified to act in such
judicial capacity by any proceeding being in the name of or in
behalf of the City. He will be entitled to demand and receive in
civil actions, and in actions for the breach of the laws of the
state, such fees as are at the time allowed hy the law to a justice
of the peace.

Sec. 10. Appeals to the district court in the same county
shall be allowed (from) the judgment and decisions of the mayor
in the same cases, time and manner as they are at the time allowed
by law from those of other justices, and they shall be tried in
the same manner.

Sec. 11. He shall be the presiding officer of the city council
when present, and shall give the casting vote when there is a tie.
In his absence, the council may appoint a president for the time
being.

Sec. 12. 1In case of the absence of the mayor of the City
of Muscatine from the City, and in case of his inability to act
as a justice, any justice of the peace in the township of
Bloomington may take cognizance of cases arising under the
ordinances of the City; such absence or inability being made to
appear upon the docket of the justice. And in like cases of the
absence or inability of the mayor, the president of the council pro
tempore shall have authority to sign ordinances and orders on the
treasurer, and to administer oaths, and do all other things
pertaining to the office of mayor, (except acting as justice of
the peace,) stating, in cognection with his signature, the absence
or inability of the mayor.”

ARTICLE IV. THE CITY COUNCIL - ITS POWERS AND
AUTHORITY - DISABILITIES OF MEMBERS OF
THE COUNCIL.

Sec. 13. The legislative authority of the City is vested
in a city council, consisting of the mayor and a board of aldermen,
composed of two from each ward of the City.

Sec. 14. The council may hold meetings as it sees fit, having
stated times fixed, or having provided by ordinances for the
manner of calling them. 1Its meeting shall be public.

2. Amendment to Charter, approved January 22, 1853.



