
Muscatine County Board of Supervisors 
Monday, August 28, 2017 
 
The Muscatine County Board of Supervisors met in regular session at 9:00 A.M. with 
Bonebrake, Howard, Mather, Sauer and Sorensen present.  Chairperson Sorensen 
presiding. 
 
On a motion by Howard, second by Bonebrake, the agenda was approved as written.  
Ayes: All.  
 
On a motion by Howard, second by Sauer, claims dated August 28, 2017 were approved 
in the amount of $1,500,266.87.  Ayes: All. 
 
Discussion was held with Chief Deputy Ardyth Slight regarding an Alliant Energy 
Hometown Safety Grant Program application to purchase life jackets for the Sheriff’s 
Office staff.  Slight stated the grant is for $700 of matching funds, the other $700 coming 
from an additional grant funding source through the Muscatine County Emergency 
Services Department.  Slight stated the life jackets will all have Sheriff’s Office insignia 
and be of matching style.  On a motion by Howard, second by Sauer, the Board approved 
an Alliant Energy Hometown Safety Grant Program application for the Sheriff’s office in 
the amount of $700 to purchase life jackets.  Ayes:  All. 
 
Roger Shindell of CAROSH Compliance Solutions reviewed a proposal for HIPAA 
compliance and ancillary services for Muscatine County with the Board.  Board 
consensus was to direct Administrative Services Director Nancy Schreiber to perform a 
personal review of the County’s current status regarding HIPAA and privacy compliance 
and determine if there is a need for these services from an outside source.  The Board also 
directed Schrieber to contact the County insurance carrier for input on the benefit of such 
a service. 
 
On a motion by Sauer, second by Howard, the Board approved the following utility 
permit: Unite Private Networks, LLC, Clive, Iowa – installation of conduit with fiber 
optic cable along Cedar Street from the Hwy 61 Bypass to the Muscatine City limits. 
 
Muscatine County Engineer Keith White updated the Board on various Secondary Road 
projects. 
 
On a motion by Howard, second by Bonebrake, minutes of the Monday, August 21, 2017 
regular meeting were approved as written.  Ayes: All.  
 
Correspondence: 

Howard received a contact regarding a light in the city parking lot which has been 
on for two months. 

Sauer received a couple of contacts regarding the Fruitland paving project. 
Mather received a contact regarding the Lower Cedar Valley Watershed Authority 

and taxation concerns. 
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Committee Reports: 

Bonebrake attended a Muscatine County/City Joint Administration Board meeting 
August 16th. 

Mather attended the Eastern Iowa Mental Health Region meeting August 21st. 
Howard and Sorensen attended a Bi-State Regional meeting August 23rd. 
Sorensen attended a West Liberty Economic Area Development monthly meeting 

August 24th. 
 

On a motion by Bonebrake, second by Sauer, the Board accepted the August 2017 payroll 
claims. Ayes: All.  

 
The Board recessed at 9:56 A.M. and reconvened at 10:06 A.M. 
 
On a motion by Howard, second by Bonebrake, the Board went into non-public session at 
10:06 A.M. pursuant to Chapter 20.17(3), Code of Iowa to discuss strategy in union 
negotiations.  Roll call vote: Ayes: All.  On a motion by Howard, second by Mather, the 
Board returned to open session at 10:55 A.M. Roll call vote: Ayes: All. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 10:55 A.M. 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
_______________________________ _________________________________ 
Betty L. Wamback    Jeff Sorensen, Chairperson 
First Deputy Auditor    Board of Supervisors 
 
 



Muscatine County Board of Supervisors 
Monday, September 11, 2017 
 
The Muscatine County Board of Supervisors met in regular session at 9:00 A.M. with Howard, 
Sorensen, Sauer and Bonebrake present.  Mather was absent. Chairperson Sorensen presiding. 
 
On a motion by Sauer, second by Bonebrake, the agenda was approved as presented.  Ayes: All. 
 
On a motion by Howard, second by Sauer, claims dated September 11, 2017 were approved in 
the amount of $633,166.26.  Ayes: All.  
 
Discussion was held with County Sheriff C.J. Ryan regarding a request to authorize seven 
additional full time Correction Officers and one additional part time Jail Nurse-LPN position.  
Ryan stated the jail population has grown to the point they had to open the dorm area which has 
been closed for several years.  Ryan stated the dorm opening added a work station that has to be 
staffed 24 hours a day.  Ryan stated his request is to add two staff to the first, second and third 
shifts, add one staff for booking and add one part-time nurse for assistance with med passes and 
the population increase at a projected cost of $348,229.  Ryan reviewed a staffing report with the 
Board.  Ryan stated the proposal addresses staff safety, inmate safety and the efficiency and 
liability of the operation.   In response to a question from Sorensen, Administrative Services 
Director Nancy Schreiber stated after adding staff the projected excess revenue over budget will 
change from 1.7 to 1.4 million dollars.  Ryan stated projections were based on the cost of filling 
the part-time nurse position with an LPN.  Schreiber stated the cost of adding an RN instead of 
an LPN is approximately $16,000.  Ryan stated his preference is to hire an LPN but he does not 
know who would be available in the job market.  In response to a question from Bonebrake, 
Ryan stated he has checked with Clinton County, Johnson County and the Federal Government 
and they project that their inmate populations will stabilize or increase in the future.  On a 
motion by Howard, second by Sauer, the Board approved the hiring of seven additional full-time 
Correction Officers and one additional part-time Jail Nurse with the flexibility to hire either an 
LPN or RN.  Ayes: All.  
 
Discussion was held with Conservation Director Curt Weiss regarding a proposal to patch 
Harmony Lane.  Weiss stated there is a large area of the lane that was damaged when the water 
main had to be repaired.  Weiss presented two bids to the Board.  In response to questions from 
the Board regarding upcoming park building projects, Weiss reviewed a handout showing the 
proposed plans for the former care facility land.  Weiss stated the plans call for 2-3 shelters and a 
restroom.  Weiss stated there will be periodic heavy truck traffic on Harmony Lane when the 
concrete is poured for the base of the shelters and the restroom.  Bonebrake stated a temporary 
solution to cut down on dust and to even out the road would be to use a cold patch.  Bonebrake 
stated the cold patch could be laid down until the construction is completed at which time the 
roadway could by permanently repaired.  The Board directed Weiss to return with a quote for use 
of a cold patch on Harmony Lane; updated plans and timelines for extensions of the road loop on 
the former care facility land; and a timeline for installation of a restroom.    
 
Information Services Director Bill Riley updated the Board on various IT projects and Help Desk 
tickets for July and August. 
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On a motion by Howard, second by Bonebrake, the Board approved a renewal application for a 
Class C Beer, Class B Wine and Sunday Sales Permit for Reif Oil Company, dba Stewart Road 
Fast Break, 2418 Stewart Road, Muscatine, IA 52761.  Ayes:  All.  
 
On a motion by Sauer, second by Bonebrake, minutes of the August 28, 2017 regular meeting 
were approved as written.  Ayes: All. 
 
Correspondence: 
 Sorenson reported several contacts regarding a disallowed homestead credit.  
 Howard reported a contact regarding a concern about the quality of engineering on the 

new Lindle Avenue bridge.  
 
No committee reports were noted. 
 
County Engineer Keith White updated the Board on various secondary road projects.  White 
stated he does not know how hurricanes Harvey and Irma will affect Muscatine County.  White 
stated FEMA resources are being directed to the South and this may slow FEMA down on 
County projects.  
 
On a motion by Bonebrake, second by Sauer, the Board authorized the Chair to execute the FY 
17/18 Methamphetamine Drug Hot Spots Grant Program in the amount of $6,960.00.  Ayes: All.  
 
On a motion by Sauer, second by Bonebrake, the Board approved Resolution #09-11-17-01 
Abating Taxes on a Parcel Owned by Muscatine County.  Roll call vote: Ayes: All. 
 
On a motion by Bonebrake, second by Sauer, the Board approved Resolution #09-11-17-02 
Transferring $40,000 from the General Basic Fund to the Conservation Equipment Reserve 
Fund.  Roll Call vote:  Ayes:  All. 
 
On a motion by Howard, second by Bonebrake, the Board set a public hearing for Monday, 
September 25, 2017 at 9:00 A.M. on a request from Todd Bermel to rezone approximately 2 
acres located in Fruitland Township from I-2 Heavy Industrial District to R-1 Residential 
District.  Ayes: All. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 10:10 A.M. 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
_______________________________  _______________________________ 
Leslie A. Soule, County Auditor   Jeff Sorensen, Chairperson 
       Board of Supervisors 



Muscatine County Board of Supervisors 
Friday, September 15, 2017 – Special Session 
 
The Muscatine County Board of Supervisors met in special session at 8:15 A.M. with 
Bonebrake, Mather, Sauer and Sorensen present.  Howard was absent. Chairperson Sorensen 
presiding. 
 
On a motion by Bonebrake, second by Sauer, the agenda was approved as presented.  Ayes: All.  
 
The Muscatine County Board of Supervisors met as a Board of Canvassers for the School 
Elections held on Tuesday, September 12, 2017. The Board certified the following results to be a 
true and correct abstract of the votes cast in the election. 
 
MUSCATINE SCHOOL BOARD MEMBER (Three positions - four year terms) – There were 
3,201 votes cast: Chris Anderson received 576 votes, Timothy W. Bower received 646 votes, 
Tammi Drawbaugh received 848 votes, Beverly S. Gerdts received 430 votes, Toby McCarter 
received 689 votes and there was a scattering of 12 votes. Timothy W. Bower, Tammi 
Drawbaugh and Toby McCarter were elected. 
 
LOUISA-MUSCATINE SCHOOL BOARD MEMBER (Two positions - four year terms) – 
There were 363 votes cast: Kyle Avis received 66 votes, Joseph Paul received 21 votes, Eric 
Schlutz received 126 votes, Scott Wilson received 149 votes and there was a scattering of 1 vote. 
Eric Schlutz and Scott Wilson were elected. 
 
WEST LIBERTY SCHOOL BOARD MEMBER (Two positions - four year terms) – There 
were 473 votes cast: Emily Geertz received 154 votes, Stephanie Kuhl Dengler received 179 
votes, Jose Zacarias received 133 votes and there was a scattering of 7 votes. Emily Geertz and 
Stephanie Kuhl Dengler were elected. 
 
WILTON SCHOOL BOARD MEMBER (Two positions - four year terms) – There were 98 
votes cast: Robert Metzger received 44 votes, Tara Oien received 50 votes and there was a 
scattering of 4 votes. Robert Metzger and Tara Oien were elected. 
 
EASTERN IOWA COMMUNITY COLLEGE MERGED AREA IX-DIRECTOR 
DISTRICT 8 (One position - four year term) – there were 659 votes cast. Jim Hayes received 
651 votes and there was a scattering of 8 votes. Scott County is the Control County for this 
election and totals from Muscatine County are added to other counties to determine the winner. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:18 A.M. 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
________________________________ ________________________________  
Leslie A. Soule, County Auditor  Jeff Sorensen, Chairperson 
      Board of Supervisors 


