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CITY OF MUSCATINE
REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MINUTES

 7:00 p.m. – August 4, 2022 

Mayor Bark called the City Council meeting for Thursday July 21, 2022, to order at 7:00 
p.m. Pastor Tom from Island United Methodist Church was present to deliver the invocation. 

Councilmembers present: Hopkins, Gordon, Jindrich, Osborne, Brockert, Lewis, and 
Froelich.   
 
 The meeting began with the Pledge of Allegiance.  
 
 Mayor Bark stated that item 8G was being pulled from tonight’s agenda.  
 
 Councilmember Gordon, seconded by Councilmember Hopkins, moved the Consent 
Agenda be approved as follows:   

 Item 6 A Approval of City Council Minutes 
 Items 8 A-F Petitions and Communications 
 Items 12 A-D Receive and File 
 Items 13 A-E Purchase Orders 
 Bills for Approval Totaling $3,864,519.09 

 Vote: Ayes-7, Nays -0, Motion carried.  
 
 Mayor Bark congratulated Finance Director Nancy Lueck on receiving the GFOA  
Certificate of Achievement for Excellence in Financing Reporting for the 28 consecutive year.  

  
Councilmember Brockert moved to adopt a resolution awarding the contract for the 67th

Avenue Sidewalk Improvement Project, seconded by Councilmember Hopkins.  
Vote: Ayes – 7, Nays – 0, Motion carried.  
 
 Councilmember Lewis moved to adopt a resolution accepting the completed work for the 
21/22 PCC Patching Project seconded by Councilmember Froelich.  
Vote: Ayes – 7, nays – 0, Motion carried.  
 
 Councilmember Gordon moved to adopt a resolution setting a public hearing for Snow 
Emergency Ordinance Change, seconded by Councilmember Lewis. 
Vote: Ayes – 7, nays – 0, Motion carried 
 
 Councilmember Gordon moved to adopt a resolution approving a Community Investment 
and Settlement Agreement with Canadian Pacific Railway Company, seconded by 
Councilmember Brockert.  
 Andy Cummins – Canadian Pacific was present to thank the leadership and citizens of 
Muscatine for this opportunity.  
 Councilmember Lewis had questions regarding citizen concerns with the steepness of the 
overpass being proposed on Dick Drake Way, traffic routes during construction of overpass, 
accessibility to riverfront and noise control for citizens living on the Southend of Muscatine. 

City Administrator Webb stated that a part of the allocation of funds from Canadian Pacific 
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and be used to create a quiet zone and that the traffic and safety issues will be addressed when 
designing the proposed overpass.  
 
 Dan Freemon, 517 Rosco Ave, was present to share his concerns regarding the proposed 
agreement.  Mr. Freeman stated the citizens are  being kept in the dark regarding what is happening 
and groups are being formed across the state to fight this project. Mr. Freeman stated that the 
money the city has spent on the riverfront improvements will be for nothing with the amount of 
trains that will be traveling through the area.  
 There was discussion with council regarding the size of trains, the time of day trains would 
be traveling through Muscatine and what would happen if a train were to break down at a crossing. 
Vote: Ayes 4(Gordon, Hopkins, Osborne, Brockert) Nays – 3(Jindrich, Froelich, Lewis) Motion 
Carried.  

Councilmember Gordon moved to adopt a resolution approving a settlement agreement 
with former officer Benjamin Varela, seconded by Councilmember Osborne.  
Vote: Ayes – 7, Nays – 0, Motion carried.  
 
 Councilmember Hopkins moved to adopt a resolution authorizing the allocation of 
American Rescue Plan Act Funding for the Mulberry Health Clinic Building Project, seconded by 
Councilmember Lewis.  
 Charla Schafer from the Community Foundation was present to give an overview of the 
proposed Mulberry Health Clinic Project.  
 Vote: Ayes – 7, Nays – 0, Motion carried.  
 
 Councilmember Brockert moved to approve a request for changes to the City of Muscatine 
Smoking Policy, seconded by Councilmember Hopkins.  
Vote: Ayes – 7, Nays – 0, Motion carried.  
 
 Councilmember Jindrich moved to approve a request authorizing the dates for the 
2022/2023 City Deer Hunt, seconded by Councilmember Lewis.  
Vote: Ayes – 7, Nays – 0, Motion carried.  
 
 Councilmember Gordon moved to approve a request for the issuance of a purchase order 
for UV Replacement Equipment at the Water Pollution Control Plant, seconded by 
Councilmember Osborne.  
Vote: Ayes – 7, Nays – 0, Motion carried.  
 
 Councilmember Froelich moved to approve a request for the issuance of a purchase order 
to Muscatine Power and Water for the HAWK Crossing at Earl and Oregon Streets, seconded by 
Councilmember Jindrich.  
Vote: Ayes – 7, Nays – 0, Motion carried.  
 
 Councilmember Brockert moved to approve a request for the consideration of the City 
Administrator’s annual merit increase, seconded by Councilmember Gordon.  
Vote: Ayes – 7, Nays – 0, Motion carried.  
 
 City administrator Webb stated the following was a discussion regarding the proposed 
Muscatine High School Softball/Baseball Complex at Kent Stein Park.  Ms. Webb stated that this 
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discussion was only to decide if there was a consensus to move forward with negotiating a purchase 
agreement with the school. Ms. Webb introduced School Superintendent Clint Christopher and 
Facilities Manager Ryan Castle.  

Mr. Christopher stated he appreciated the ongoing partnership between the school district 
and the City of Muscatine and hopes this project will continue that partnership.  
Mr. Christopher and Mr. Castle gave an overview of how this project idea had been developed and 
the steps moving forward to make it happen.  

There was discussion regarding routing of the traffic to the complex, signage for the 
complex as well as Kent Stein, Parking on residential streets and safety issues for the surrounding 
houses that were addressed by Mr. Christopher and Mr. Castle.  
 There were concerns with Councilmembers regarding transparency and input from the 
community on this project.  There was a consensus with Council to move forward without any 
formal vote until after the public hearing is held by the school board to evaluate the community 
response. Ms. Webb stated she felt confident that the school board could walk away from tonight’s 
meeting feeling they have the support they need to move forward.  
 
 
 
Councilmember Hopkins motioned the meeting be adjourned at 8:08 pm.  
 
ALL CITY COUNCIL MEETING RECORDINGS ARE VIEWABLE ON THE CITY OF 
MUSCATINE YOUTUBE PAGE. 
 
 
       _______________________________ 
       Dr. Brad Bark, Mayor 
Attest: 
 
________________________________ 
Carol Webb, City Administrator 
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