CITY OF MUSCATINE
REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MINUTES
 7:00 p.m. – April 21, 2022


	Mayor Bark called the City Council meeting for Thursday April 21, 2022, to order at 7:00 p.m. Pastor Alex Kindred gave the Invocation, followed by the pledge of allegiance. Present were: Councilmembers Hopkins, Gordon, Jindrich, Osborne, Brockert, Froelich and Lewis. 

	Police Officers Kassy Middagh, Darran Ritchie and Samantha Wheeler were sworn in by Judge Tom Reidel. 
 
Communications - Citizens 
	
	Attorney William McCullough was present on behalf of Jeff Monroe for the appeal of a nuisance abatement for properties located at 1522 Grand Avenue, 1606 Grand Avenue, and 1608 Grand Avenue. 
	Mr. McCullough stated that Mr. Monroe has hired help to complete the clean up of the properties, has registered the vehicles and covered the grills that were in question.  He states that Mr. Monroe is trying to comply with the City of Muscatine and would like to request more time to complete any other requests from the City. 
	Michelle Metzger, code enforcement inspector, was present to share that she was first on the locations in question in May 2021 and verbally discussed with the Monroe’s what needed to be taken care of.  Ms. Metzger stated that in March 2022 she returned and none of the work had been completed, and a nuisance abatement citation was issued. Ms. Metzger stated she received a request for an extension and granted an 18 day extension. 
	Ms. Metzger stated that today the brush and roasters have been cleaned up but the trailer floor has flat tires and the floor is rotted out, the truck has 4 flat tires and is covered with a tarp that is not an approved vehicle cover. 
	Councilmember Brockert suggested Mr. Monroe be given a list of local resources that he can contact for help. 
	There were questions and comments from City Council regarding the occupancy status of this property and if Mr. Monroe had thought of the option of selling the vacant property.
	Ms. Metzger stated the house has been vacant for over 10 years and has been deteriorating the entire time. 
	Mr. McCullough stated Mr. Monroe would like to have the City do a reinspection and present him with a detailed list of  items that need to be completed. 
	There was a consensus with City Councilmembers to bring this item back up at the May 19th meeting to determine if the nuisance had been taken care of prior to any further action by the City. 	
	
Consent Agenda
Councilmember Gordon, seconded by Councilmember Froelich, moved the Consent Agenda be approved as follows:  
· Item 6 A-C Approval of City Council Minutes
· Items 8 A-C Petitions and Communications
· Items 12 A-C Receive and File
· Bills for Approval Totaling $3,649,062.53.
[bookmark: _30j0zll]	Vote: Ayes-7, Nays -0, Motion carried. 

Public Hearing	

	A public hearing was held regarding a proposed ordinance adopting cargo container regulations on residential property.  Assistant Community Development Director, Andrew Fangman, gave a presentation on the history of the proposed ordinance and the recommendations from the Planning and Zoning Commission. 

	Richard Havill, 1208 Lincoln Blvd, was present to share his thoughts on the Cargo Container Regulations.  Mr. Havill stated he has modified one on his property to be in compliance with the proposed City Code and that he will complete the painting of it as soon as the weather permits.

	Tyler Montes, 506 Spruce Street, was present to state that residents should be allowed to have 5-10 cargo containers in their yard as long as they are not rusty and visually unpleasant.  He stated he is opposed to the regulations. 

	William Havill, 5410 64th Avenue was present to share his concerns regarding cargo containers that are being used by churches, the Salvation Army, Daycare Centers and the Cargo Containers on Park Avenue that have advertisement on them.  Mr. Havill also stated that cargo containers that are fixed up to meet codes are much sturdier than a small freestanding shed and would not be blown away in a wind storm. 

	Councilmember Hopkins moved to close the public hearing, seconded by Councilmember Gordon. 
Vote: Ayes – 7, Nays – 0, Motion carried.

	A public hearing was held regarding the proposed regulation for weed and vegetation maintenance.  Assistance Community Development Director Andrew Fangman gave a presentation regarding the proposed revisions to the City Code. Mr. Fangman stated these changes are being made to centralize all codes related to property and land, into Title 16, and to be rewritten for ease of understanding. 

	There were no written or oral comments from the public. 

	Councilmember Froelich moved to close the public hearing, seconded by Councilmember Lewis.
Vote: Ayes – 7, Nays – 0, Motion carried. 

	A public hearing was held regarding the annual request for State and Federal Transit funds through a consolidated funding application.

	There were no written or oral comments from the public.

	Councilmember Jindrich moved to close the public hearing, seconded by Councilmember Hopkins. 
Vote: Ayes – 7, Nays – 0, Motion carried. 






From the City Administrator

[bookmark: _Hlk96070953]11A:	Councilmember Brockert moved to approve the 1st reading of Ordinance #2022-0162, prohibiting the placement of cargo containers in residential areas, and requiring that cargo containers currently placed in residential areas comply with specific standards. Seconded by Councilmember Gordon.

	There was discussion among City Council regarding the number of containers to be allowed per property for those already placed, the types of hard surfacing acceptable for placement of the containers, requirements for containers to be level and stable and ways of letting the public know that no new containers can be placed. 

	Fay Sanchez, 404 Broadway had questions regarding the use of containers for temporary storage that were addressed by Assistant CD Director Andrew Fangman.  Mr. Fangman stated that there were exceptions for households that were actively moving and for storage of equipment during active construction. 

	Mr. Fangman recapped the council discussion stating that changes would include allowing for 2 cargo containers per parcel if maintained according to City Code and to remove the requirement for a concrete pad and replacing with a surface able to support the weight of the container and to keep container level. 
Vote: Ayes – 7, Nays – 0, Motion carried

11B.	Councilmember Jindrich moved to approve the 1st reading of Ordinance #2022-0163, amending Title 16, Chapter 8 of City Code regarding Weed and Vegetation Management. Seconded by Councilmember Lewis.

	There were questions from City Council regarding the setback requirements being reduced to less than 25 feet. 
	City Administrator Carol Webb stated staff would bring back options at the next reading for a shorter setback area. 
Vote: Ayes – 7, Nays – 0, Motion carried.  

11C. Councilmember Gordon moved to approve the 2nd reading of Ordinance #2022-0133, establishing Vacant Property and Non-Residential Property Maintenance Regulations in Title 16, Chapter 5 of City Code. Seconded by Councilmember Lewis. 
	Chris Anderson, 217 W. 4th Street was present to ask that the regulation stating a property is considered vacant after 6 months be changed to 12 months.  Mr. Anderson stated that when buying properties to fix up, 6 months is not always long enough to make the improvements.  
	Assistant CD Director, Andrew Fangman stated that the City would work with contractors as long as progress is being made on the properties.  

	Councilmember Osborne made a motion to amend Ordinance #2022-0133 to extend the time for considering a property vacant from 6 months to 12 months. Seconded by Councilmember Hopkins. 
Vote on Amendment: Ayes- 5, Nays – 2(Lewis and Froelich) Motion carried
Vote on Passing 2nd Reading of Ordinance as amended: Ayes – 6, Nays – 1(Froelich) Motion carried. 

 11D.	Councilmember Gordon moved to waive the third reading of Ordinance #2022-0132, seconded by Councilmember Lewis.
Vote: Ayes – 7, Nays – 0, Motion carried.
	Councilmember Lewis moved to adopt on second and final reading, Ordinance # 2022-0132, amending Title 1, Chapter 13 of City Code by adding Section 13 to eliminate the Iowa residency requirement for Civil Service Employees.  Seconded by Councilmember Hopkins. 
Vote: Ayes – 7, Nays – 0, Motion carried. 

11E. 	Councilmember Gordon moved to approve the 2nd reading of Ordinance #2022-0134, striking Title 6, Chapter 9 of City Code regarding the keeping of Pit Bull dogs.  Seconded by Councilmember Lewis. 
	Megan Koeler, 1512 Bidwell was present to state the residents are very appreciative of City Council for moving this item forward and giving residents the chance to show they can be responsible pet owners. 
Vote: Ayes – 5, Nays – 2(Froelich, Jindrich) Motion carried. 

11F.	Councilmember Froelich moved to waive the third reading of Ordinance #2022-0135, seconded by Councilmember Gordon.
Vote: Ayes – 7, Nays – 0, Motion carried. 
	Councilmember Brockert moved to adopt on 2nd and final reading, Ordinance #2022-0135, establishing Refuse Collection Monthly Fees for Class I and Class III Domestic Waste effective July 1, 2022.  Seconded by Councilmember Gordon. 
Vote: Ayes – 7, Nays – 0, Motion carried. 

11G. 	Councilmember Brockert moved to adopt Resolution #2022-0164, setting a public hearing on proposed zoning changes for the 1900 block of Stewart Road.  Seconded by Councilmember Froelich. 
Vote: Ayes – 7, Nays – 0, Motion carried. 

11H.	Councilmember Hopkins moved to adopt Resolution #2022-0165, approving the Non-Union Pay Plan effective July 1, 2022. Seconded by Councilmember Lewis. 
Vote: Ayes – 7, Nays – 0, Motion carried. 

11I. 	Councilmember Gordon moved to adopt Resolution #2022-0166, approving the 2023 Consolidated Funding Application for Muscabus.  Seconded by Councilmember Jindrich. 
Vote: Ayes – 7, Nays – 0, Motion carried. 

11J. 	Councilmember Froelich moved to adopt Resolution #2022-0167, approving a Sidewalk or Street Café Easement Agreement for Boonie’s on the Avenue, 214 Iowa Avenue. Seconded by Councilmember Lewis. 
Vote: Ayes – 7, Nays – 0, Motion carried. 
11K. Councilmember Hopkins moved to adopt Resolution #2022-0168, approving a Compensation Policy for the City of Muscatine.  Seconded by Councilmember Gordon.  
Vote: Ayes – 7, Nays – 0, Motion carried. 

11L. Councilmember Froelich moved to approve Request #2022-0169, for a letter of understanding with Bohnsack and Frommelt for the FY 21-22 Audit.  Seconded by Councilmember Gordon. 
Vote: Ayes – 7, Nays – 0, Motion carried. 

11M. 	Councilmember Gordon moved to approve Request #2022-0170, for an agreement between the City of Muscatine and the GMCCI to provide tourism and marketing services for fiscal years 2023 and 2024.  Seconded by Councilmember Lewis. 
Vote: Ayes – 7, Nays – 0, Motion carried. 

11N.	Councilmember Brockert moved to approve Request #2022-0171, for an agreement between the City of Muscatine and the Muscatine Center for Social Action to support the Housing Navigator position for the fiscal year 2023. Seconded by Councilmember Gordon. 
Vote: Ayes – 7, Nays – 0, Motion carried. 

11O.	Councilmember Jindrich moved to approve Request #2022-0172, for an agreement between the City of Muscatine and the GMCCI to provide economic development services for fiscal year 2022/2023.  Seconded by Councilmember Froelich.
Vote: Ayes – 7, Nays – 0, Motion carried. 

11P.	Councilmember Hopkins moved to approve Request #2022-0173, declaring items as surplus and authorizing them for disposal through a public auction. Seconded by Councilmember Brockert. 
Vote: Ayes – 7, Nays – 0, Motion carried. 

11Q.	Councilmember Gordon moved to approve Request #2022-1074, for a Memorandum of Understanding between the City of Muscatine and Chauffeurs, Teamsters and Helpers Local 238, covering the Blue/White Collar Bargaining Unit. Seconded by Councilmember Hopkins. 
Vote: Ayes – 7, Nays – 0, Motion carried. 


Councilmember Froelich motioned the meeting be adjourned at 8:45 pm. 

ALL CITY COUNCIL MEETING RECORDINGS ARE VIEWABLE ON THE CITY OF MUSCATINE YOUTUBE PAGE.


							_______________________________
							Mayor Brad Bark
Attest:
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________________________________
Carol Webb, City Administrator
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